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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is responsive to application 10/811 ,929 filed on March 30, 
2004. Claims 1-6 are pending in the application and have been examined by the 
examiner. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: Lack of clarity and 
precision. Claim 1 recites, "the image transmission unit receives the signals from the 
microprocessor and transmits the signals to the image storage buffer". However, 
page 4, lines 6-9 of the specification recites, "the image transmission unit(36) to receive 
the signals from the microprocessor^) and transfer the signals in the image 
storage buffer(34) to a memory unit(57) in the host(40) for storing". It appears that 
the signals are transferred from the storage buffer and not to the storage buffer. The 
Examiner will interpret claim 1 to read, "the image transmission unit receives the signals 
from the microprocessor and transmits the signals from the image storage buffer. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Furthermore, Claim 1 recites, "the radio receiving unit receives the signals from 
the infrared detection unit and transfers the signals to the control unit". However, 
page 5, lines 1 3-1 5 of the specification recites, "a radio receiving unit(58) to receive 
external remote control signals and transmit the signals to the control unit(52)". 
Therefore, it appears that the signals received by the radio receiving unit come from 
external remote control signals, and not from the infrared detection unit. The Examiner 
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will interpret claim 1 to read, "the radio receiving unit receives external remote control 
signals and transfers the signals to the control unit". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

6. Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chiang(US 6,809,759) in view of Cooper et al.(US 2004/0212678) in 
view of Blanco et al.(US 7,119,832) in view of Lai(US 5,610,580). 

Consider claim 1 , Chiang teaches: 

A digital camera(figures 1-4) comprising a picture taking device(11) and a 
host(20); 
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wherein the picture taking device contains a first control circuit(see figure 3) 
which includes a lens unit(12 and 30), an optical viewfinder unit(14), an image storage 
buffer(36), a microprocessor^) and an image transmission unit(40); 

wherein the microprocessor issues signals to the image transmission unit(column 
3, lines 8-10); 

the lens unit(12 and 30) generates signals which are transmitted to the 
microprocessor and the image storage buffer(See column 2, line 67 through column 3, 
line 1 1 , figure 3. The lens unit generates signals which go to the AGC(32), A/D 
converter(34), buffer(36), and microprocessor(38).); 

the optical viewfinder unit displays the signals of the lens unit(column 4, lines 1- 
26. The optical viewfinder(14) can be used for viewing when the camera(1 1) is 
detached from the remote control(20).); 

the image storage buffer stores temporarily the signals captured by the lens 
unit(column 3, lines 4-8); 

the microprocessor^) receives the signals from the lens unit(12 and 30) and 
transfers the signals to the image transmission unit(40, column 2, line 67 through 
column 3, line 30, column 4, lines 27-35); and 

the image transmission unit(40) receives the signals from the microprocessor 
and transmits the signals from the image storage buffer(column 2, line 67 through 
column 3, line 30, column 4, lines 27-35); 

wherein the host(20) contains a second control circuit(see figure 3) which 
includes an operation unit("control panel", 28), a viewing unit("LCD", 22, column 4, lines 
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1-13), a signal output unit(50), a power supply unitfbattery", column 3, line 65), a 
memory storage unit(56), a radio receiving unit(54), a radio emission unit(The 
transceiver(54) is both a radio receiving unit and a radio emission unit.) and a control 
unit(58); 

wherein the operation unit(28) generates operation signals which are transferred 
to the control unit(58, column 3, lines 30-38, column 4, lines 9-11, lines 46-64, figure 3); 

the viewing unit(22) receives signals from the control unit(column 4, lines 11-13, 
lines 43-64); 

the signal output unit(50) receives the signals from the control units(column 4, 
lines 46-64); 

the power supply unit is connected to a charge circuit("battery") to supply electric 
power required(column 3, line 65); 

the memory storage unit receives the signals from the image storage buffer and 
stores the signals(See column 3, lines 35-38. The memory storage unit(56) stores both 
data and programs. The signals from the image storage buffer are transferred over a 
Bluetooth network from the camera(1 1 ) to the host(20), column 3, lines 39-59.); 

the radio receiving unit(54) receives external remote control signals and transfers 
the signals to the control unit(The radio receiving unit(54) receives external remote 
control signals from the control panel(28), which signals are transferred to the control 
unit of the camera(1 1 ), column 4, lines 46-64); 
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the radio emission unit(54) receives the signals from the control unit(58) and 
emits the signals by radio(Bluetooth is used to emit radio signals from the host(20) to 
the camera(H), column 4, lines 46-64, column 3, lines 31-59); and 

the control unit(58) receives the signals from the image transmission unit(40) and 
remote detection radio signals emitted by the radio emission unit(58), and transmits the 
signals to other units(The control unit(58) receives signals from the image transmission 
unit(40), and displays those signals on the LCD(22, i.e. transmits those signals to other 
units), column 3, lines 30-38. The control unit(58) also receives signals from the control 
panel(28), which signals are emitted by the radio emission unit(54) to other units, 
column 4, lines 46-63.). 

However, Chiang does not explicitly teach that the camera is equipped with 
surveillance and burglarproof functions comprising an infrared detection unit, or that the 
infrared detection unit generates signals which are transmitted to the microprocessor. 

Cooper et al. is similar to Chiang in that Cooper et al. teach of a camera that is 
remote from a host. See figure 7, paragraphs 0046-0055. The camera(702, figure 7) is 
remote from a computer(502) and a PDA(510). Chiang also teaches that the host can 
be a PDA(column 5, line 3, through column 6, line 22). Cooper et al. is further similar in 
that the camera contains an image transmission unit(106, figure 1). 

In addition to the teaching of Chiang, Cooper et al. teach that the camera is 
equipped with surveillance and burglarproof functions(The camera contains a motion 
detector, 100, figures 5-9. The camera is for security and surveillance, paragraph 
0077.) comprising an infrared detection unit(100, figures 5-9, paragraphs 0076 and 
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0002. The motion detector can be a PIR(passive infrared) motion detector.). Cooper et 
al. teach that the motion detector is connected to an alarm(506) to output a signal if 
motion is detected( paragraphs 0046-0047). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to include an infrared detector as taught by Cooper et al. in 
the camera taught by Chiang for the benefit of being able to use the camera/host 
interface as an efficient, low-power security system. 

The combined teaching of Chiang and Cooper et al. does not explicitly teach an 
operation display unit, or that the operation display unit receives the operation signals 
from the control unit. 

Blanco et al.(US 7,1 19,832) is similar to Chiang in that Blanco et al. teach of a 
camera(150, figure 1) remote from a host which receives the images from the 
camera(lmages are recorded on a VCR in the trunk of a car, column 4, line 17 through 
column 5, line 4.). 

In addition to the teachings of Chiang and Cooper et al., Blanco et al. teach an 
operation display unit(LCD, 220, figure 2) which receives the operation signals from the 
control unit(The operation display unit(220) displays status information relating to the in- 
car video system, column 5, line 66 through column 6, line 14.). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to include an operation display unit as taught by Blanco et al. 
in the host taught by the combination of Chiang and Cooper et al. for the benefit of 
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preventing user confusion regarding the operational status of the camera due to the 
camera being remote from the host(Blanco et al.„ column 1 , lines 32-37). 

However, the combination of Chiang, Cooper et al., and Blanco et al. does not 
explicitly teach of a backup battery. 

Lai is similar to Chiang in that Lai teaches of a camera unit(14) containing an 
image transmission unit(28). Lai is similar to Cooper et al. in that a motion detector(26) 
is used. 

However, in addition to the teachings of Chiang, Cooper et al., and Blanco et al., 
Lai teaches that the power supply(34 and 36) contains a backup battery(36, column 2, 
lines 11-14, lines 51-54). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to include a backup battery as taught by Lai in the power 
supply unit taught by the combination of Chiang, Cooper et al., and Blanco et al. for the 
benefit of providing necessary power in the case that the primary power source is 
interrupted, and thus preventing unwanted time lapses between camera operations(Lai, 
column 2, lines 51-54). 

Consider claim 2, and as applied to claim 1 above, Chiang teaches that the 
picture taking device contains and optical viewfinder(see claim 1 rationale). However, 
Chiang does not explicitly teach that the picture taking device contains a burglarproof 
sensor. 
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Cooper et al. teach that the picture taking device contains a burglarproof infrared 
motion sensor(see claim 1 rationale). 

Consider claim 4, and as applied to claim 2 above, Chiang does not teach that 
the burglarproof sensor is an infrared sensor. 

Cooper et al. teach that the burglarproof sensor is an infrared sensor(100, figures 
5-9, paragraphs 0076 and 0002. The motion detector can be a PIR(passive infrared) 
motion detector.). 

Consider claim 5, and as applied to claim 1 above, Chiang further teaches the 
host further includes a manual shutter button(column 4, lines 59-62) and an LCD 
viewing window(22, column 4, lines 6-10, lines 43-63). 

However, the combination of Chiang and Cooper et al. does not explicitly teach 
an operation display window, or of video/audio output and input jacks. 

Blanco et al. teach an operation display window(220, figure 2, column 5, line 66 
through column 6, line 14). Blanco et al. also teach of video/audio output and input 
jacks(330, 340, 342, 344, 346, 348, figure 3, column 8, lines 4-44). 

Consider claim 6, and as applied to claim 1 above, Chiang further teaches that 
the radio emission unit(54) is connected to a transceiver(The radio emission unit(54) is 
a transceiver, see figure 3.). 
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7. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chiang(US 6,809,759) in view of Cooper et al.(US 2004/0212678) in view of Blanco et 
al.(US 7,119,832) in view of Lai(US 5,610,580) as applied to claim 2 above, further in 
view of Nakamura(US 6,466,261 ). 

Consider claim 3, and as applied to claim 2 above, the combination of Chiang, 
Cooper et al., Blanco et al., and Lai teaches of a camera/host configuration in which the 
camera contains a burglarproof sensor(see claim 1 and 2 rationale). 

However, the combination does not explicitly teach that the burglarproof sensor 
is a human body sensor. 

Nakamura is similar to Chiang in that Nakamura teaches of a camera and a host 
processor(column 2, line 19 through column 4, line 15). Nakamura also similarly 
contains a burglarproof sensor(23, figure 1 ). 

However, in addition to the teachings of Chiang, Cooper et al., Blanco et al., and 
Lai, Nakamura teaches that the burglarproof sensor is a human body sensor(23, figure 
1, column 3, lines 45-58). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to use a human body sensor as taught by Nakamura as the 
burglarproof sensor taught by the combination of Chiang, Cooper et al., Blanco et al., 
and Lai for the benefit of improving security by enabling the photography of doubtful 
individuals when an owner of the camera is not present(Nakamura, column 1, lines 29- 
42). 
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Double Patenting 

8. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the 
unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent 
and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory 
obviousness-type double patenting rejection is appropriate where the conflicting claims 
are not identical, but at least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct 
from the reference claim(s) because the examined application claim is either anticipated 
by, or would have been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140 
F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 
USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 
1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 
F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 
USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .321(c) or 1 .321(d) 
may be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory 
double patenting ground provided the conflicting application or patent either is shown to 
be commonly owned with this application, or claims an invention made as a result of 
activities undertaken within the scope of a joint research agreement. 

Effective January 1 , 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a 
terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 
37 CFR 3.73(b). 



9. Claims 1-6 of application 10/81 1 ,929 are provisionally rejected on the ground of 
nonstatutory obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-7 
of copending Application No. 1 1/023,443. Although the conflicting claims are not 
identical, they are not patentably distinct from each other. 

This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection because the 
conflicting claims have not in fact been patented. 

Relative to claim 1 , the 1 1/023,443 claim 1 is a broader recitation of the same 
invention claimed in the 1 0/81 1 ,929 claim 1 . Therefore, the 1 1/023,443 claim 1 is 
encompassed by the 10/81 1 ,929 claim 1 . It is critical that patents issuing from these 
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applications be commonly owned to avoid potential licensees from owing license fees to 
two different parties. 

Referring to claim 2 of the 10/811,929 application, claim 6 of the 11/023,443 
application is directed to the same invention. 

Referring to claim 3 of the 10/81 1 ,929 application, claim 2 of the 11/023,443 
application is directed to the same invention. 

Referring to claim 4 of the 10/811,929 application, claim 3 of the 11/023,443 
application is directed to the same invention. 

Referring to claim 5 of the 10/811,929 application, claim 7 of the 11/023,443 
application is directed to the same invention. 

Referring to claim 6 of the 10/81 1 ,929 application, claim 5 of the 11/023,443 
application is directed to the same invention. 

Furthermore, claim 4 of application 11/023,443 is encompassed by claim 1 of 
application 10/811,929. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Albert H. Cutler whose telephone number is (571)-270- 
1460. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (7:30-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ngoc-Yen Vu can be reached on (571)-272-7320. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



AC 




UN YE 

PRIMARY FKTENT EXAMINER 



